Rural hospitals in New Zealand: results from a survey.
To describe the variety and range of work that New Zealand rural hospitals perform, and to examine the factors that might influence either of these, including: the characteristics of the doctors who work in rural hospitals; the facilities available; and environmental factors (such as geographical isolation and the size of the catchment population). Structured postal questionnaire. There are about 44 rural hospitals in New Zealand, depending on definition. Catchment populations range from 750 to 45,000. They are staffed by either Medical Officers of Special Scale (MOSSes) or General Practitioners (GPs). They have varying levels of resources such as laboratory services and radiology services available on-site. They care for a wide range of patients and manage health conditions covering many different vocational areas of practice. Rural hospitals should be defined and recognised as a distinct entity to assist the development of appropriate vocational training pathways for their staff. They play an important and unique role in New Zealand's healthcare system which is currently unrecognised.